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Germans do? They spread libellous rumours in. the foreign Press. Italian
and Roumanian newspapers brought reports as If the Red Army on entering
Mozhaisk had destroyed churches and dispensed arbitrary justice to the popula-
tion. These venal scribblers affirmed that the Red Army had killed two priests
and locked up in church 250 citizens and put them to death.
All this is a lie and a heinous slander! On the contrary, the Germans
themselves perpetrated these things, when they retreated, blowing up schools,
the churches of the Ascension and of the Holy Trinity, and other buildings, and
shooting the inhabitants.
There were cases when whole groups of Germans entered a church during
divine service, with covered heads and smoking pipes, penetrated to the altar
through the holy gate, took crosses and ikons in their hands, and touched the
altar. The nun Eudoxia Ivanovna, in attendance at the Church of SS. Joachim
and Anne, told me that the Germans, having broken into a house, started
shooting there and also shot at the ikons. The Church of SS. Joachim and
Anne was mined by the Germans.
In the neighbouring village of Alexandravo, Mozhaisk district, the believers
were extremely glad to have a priest there and divine service. But they were
soon to have it otherwise: the Germans blew up their church and burnt all their
houses. A similar fate overtook the villages of Chentsovo and Jgumenovo,
where not a single house was left standing. The Germans behaved with cruelty:
they drove people out of their houses in the cold, .and burned one house after
the other. There are many such burnt villages In the vicinity of the
town.
Beneath our Church of SS. Joachim and Anne there was a shelter, holding
up to 1000 people. And one day, when there were people in it, a German
soldier began to fire at them.
In our suburb of Yamskaya, twenty-three of our parishioners were shot. It
happened in this way: a German lorry with provisions was standing in the street*
The street changed hands and the lorry fell into the hands of the Red Army.
Returning, the Germans did not find the lorry and shot our parishioners who
had had nothing to do with it all.
I have exact information of cases of German soldiers doing violence to our
pious women under threat of arms.
In our church the nun Matresha was acting as caretaker. A group of
drunken fascist soldiers started to break through to her by forcing the lock.
Church Elder Ilya Vasilevitch Tsvelev happened to be there. He started to
reason with them. The Germans beat him cruelly.
In the village of Kholm the Germans wanted to strip the old priest. When
he resisted, they beat him.
From the priest of the Church of Ilinskaya, Mozhaisk district, Peter Sokolov,
German soldiers pulled off his new warm boots.
When I was walking along Klementiev Street, a German soldier fell upon me
and snatched my new warm mittens.
Deacon George Khokhlov was set upon near the chemist's: a German wanted
to take off his fur coat. Only after a struggle did the deacon retain it. Another
German snatched his warm mittens.
In the Church of SS. Joachim and Anne, divine service continued to be cele-
brated under the German occupation as before. During the occupation, people
attended church eagerly, to pray for the soldiers in the field of battle, for those
alive there and those that had been slain. The church did not break the bonds